Tokyo Auto Salon
2026

Continuing from last year’s product only display we improved the booth with so much more to view plus a
layout for customers to touch most products which proved very well received. We noticed that our booth
being strictly race only products only those who knew what they were looking at came in to talk. This allowed
the staff to spend productive time discussing our products. We were again in the hall with companies selling
parts.
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Persaral coohng system

Kinokuni has been testing cool vests for 15 or more years. Technology is always giving us more choices so with
an introduction to a manufacturer who was producing units for SE Asia military so we really got in deeply how
the human body dissipates heat. Each work environment has its own problems so we have over the years
developed choices to best suit each location. Race car pro or average driver, workers, bike riding, hiking
running, surgeons etc. The above photo has race only choices with fire proof shirts, full collar cooling,
thermostat-controlled ice box and full refrigerated units. The systems have improved the length of use to over
2hrs. when using ice. We have created systems to use even when large waist tool belts are being used.
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More convenient tools, brake system, Kinokuni produced power steering swaged hoses, the various brake line
fitting options and a thread gauge set.




Fuel system set up showing choices available with a Fuel Safe FIA can top. We used this display to create a test

for knowledgeable mechanics who immediately wanted to try the challenge. There is a mistake in the

backboard fuel line set up. Email me back if you can find it. Fastest time was 30 seconds by a New Zealander.




There was a noticeable increase with modern reproductions of the older designs. The lzuzu 117 as in 1968
(almost 60 yrs ago) and the design (similar to Fiat 124 coupe) revisited making it still a remarkable easy to
recognize car. Amazing specs. for that time with 1600cc 4cyl, twin cam, twin carbs, 120bhp and a 4 speed
manual gearbox. In today’s car parks it getting hard to find your own car as they are all have the same design

so we tend to look for colour first. Trying to locate my NSX is near impossible as it’s so low amongst the SUV
vans.

The booth next to us was one the many selling clear coat products but had this great looking LED display and
just as the booths were being torn down on the last day, | captured what was on the backside of the wall
which creates such a display. This starts at $50,000 US without installation.
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Looked like an NSX which until this year was a little rare to see one at the show but it looked a bit small.
Indeed, it was one of the many replica cars this year on display. Based on the Honda S660, mid engine, 3 cyl.,
63hp, 6 speed and 830kg as seen below

A re-design of an NSX Honda NC1 by the design company Ital of Italy.




The famous replica shop, Rocky Auto ( they had the GT40 body on a F3 chassis last year) had
this Nissan Fairlady Z S30 which is the early model but added more horsepower with a V6
3500cc and 280 hp.

Another concept car. This is a 1991 Lamborgini Daiblo with the L522 V12 engine. Dry sump

with 492hp at 7000rpm. Below is a Lamboghini tractor which was the start of the company.




Base car is below which is a 1993 Mazda Autosum AZ1. The Suzuki engine was replaced with a Mazda 13B and

suspension is from a Mazda RX8. Plenty of this stuff this year.




The booth next to us was selling windscreen cleaner and was usually full of cameras because of the men who

follow their favorite models around to many events.

How about a key chain with a cresent wrench? Three really pleasant guys who were customers of this booth
selling paint coating dressed in yukata and from the Baltics. Many booths selling clear coat products this year
but | fail to understand where the customers are because new cars from the factory are very good.




After 10 hours on our feet the evening meal is most welcome. Today was a Japanese BBQ. The smoke is drawn
from the grill by extractor fans from the vents around the rim of the grill. A few years ago without this system
the whole restaurant would be so full of smoke that you couldn’t see the next table.

Come on! You have to stop in your tracks when you see this. Custom 3D printed trumpets on a street car.







I’m rather partial to formula cars and this is an old favorite. 1968 Lotus 41 with a 1600cc engine

Great to see more creativity this year at as in this Suzuki display.




A Corvette is always nice to look at but this rear view of the rear suspension really made me look again.




Very detailed car with lots of Kinokuni lines and hoses.




Very clean Nissan Sunny truck which started production in 1968 with the rev. loving 1200cc engine

with lots of Kinokuni parts.




Not so many motor bikes on display in the show this year but this one stood out. This is the RC213V
Honda Moto GP factory racer with a V4 1,000cc engine with 249hp

One of the first Honda Dax bikes which came out in 1968 in 50 and 70cc. Rode one in Kyoto for many years in

the early 70’s, a fun and reliable bike for 2 people.




Again, before the show opened the girls got in the way of the car photo as they were practicing their
routines.

Think again as this is a Hakosuka body on a Silvia base, tube chassis with an SR20 motor.




Not a vehicle you see often but a very clean one. The 1960’s Amphicar, 7 mph in the water and 75 mph on the
road.

Twin propellors must have been a sales point like twin exhaust years ago. The interior was sparce but very

clean and water repellant.
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The Honda Civic FL-5 was the base car being used in many booths to show what products they were selling.

We increased our promotion video monitor size to an 80 inch which accepted the pixel count that the format

was set up for and this greatly improved the picture quality. The basic video theme was to show that we are
the manufacturer of Run Max products since its introduction in 1997.

;;' ;il" R
[

ﬂ[l‘ 8 SR .io‘a.

Kinokuni started a hose company 10 years ago to keep prices stable and constant quality.




The quick connect fittings we developed over almost a year of development producing quality at much less

than half price that was available at the time. These are now available used all over the world.

Race tank foam, is a reticulated polyurethane material inserted into fuel cells to prevent fuel sloshing, improve
handling, and reduce explosion risks. It acts as a baffle to help keep fuel stable during high-G acceleration,
braking, and cornering. Should be replaced every 5 yrs. The foam is about 96% air so very little fuel space lost.

The Kinokuni aluminum fuel tank has the NASCAR level of oval plate with a billet insert nut ring to seal and
retain the top plate. It is the same system used on the FIA tanks.




The oil cooler kits with the billet engine mounts were the first products that we produced. At about the same

time 25 years ago we started to use Setrab cooler cores which cool about 30% better size for size than other
brands.

The quick release clamps allow fast removal of large pipes. We had a full display of the range of swage fittings
available and all are custom lengths built in house with next day service.

A nice Morgan on the Caterham booth was pleasant to look at.
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Well the universities had many styles on show this year depending on what was in the teaching
curriculum. Some were concentrating on panel beating, paint, another on outrageous concepts and others.
This booth made the sign below for the 1969 HA30 Gloria car 2 liter they worked on however I’'m not sure if
the sign they made was the intended meaning, “Gentlemans Glory Club”




The first day of the event was open to wholesalers only and the attendance numbers were 10% higher this
year. The 3 days of the show had sunny weather and the lack of a race car at our parts only booth interested
people who were knowledgeable about race cars and we were very busy.

The last day brought in a crowd out for the day with the family or a group of friends so our booth was a little
slow at times. Attendance was 272,000 this year which was up 40,000 from the last event.

See you again next year.....

PRODUCTS PFERFORMANCE PRODIXTS

Wayne Millis January 2026
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